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US History I: First Contact to 1877 

 
K12 students studying United States history will focus on:  

Before 1607 First People and Nations 

1607 - 1754 Meeting of Peoples and Cultures 

1754 - 1800 American Revolution and Early National Period 

1800 - 1861 Nationalism and the Growth and Expansion of Slavery in an Expanding Country 

1861 - 1877 Civil War and Reconstruction 

 

1870 - 1930 Industrialization, Urbanization, Labor, and Immigration 

1890 - 1945 The Progressive Era, Prosperity and Depression, and World Wars 

1945 - 1980 Post-War Economic and Population Growth, Suburbanization, The Cold War, and Civil 
Rights 

1980 - Present The Modern Era 

 
Course Description: The Oconto Middle School US History I course has been designed for 
furthering student knowledge and appreciation of our nation's past, present, and future.  The 
US History I course traces the history of the earliest inhabitants of the Americas through the 
closing of America’s frontiers.  A substantial amount of content will be devoted to the time 
period between the Revolutionary War and the Civil War.  This course outlines the age of 
exploration to the New World, the triangular trade route, British colonization of North 
America, the break of colonial ties with Great Britain, the founding principles of the US 
government, the acquisition of new territories post-colonial times, the genocide of American 
Indians, early American innovations, the causes and events of the Civil War, followed by 
post-Civil War America and the impact of Manifest Destiny on the American Indian. 
 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be better prepared to understand the 
significance of our country’s history in order to be successful in any of Oconto High School’s 
American History courses.  

 
 

 



 
 

Learning Targets 
 
Domain:  Cite evidence from multiple sources to support claim 
Priority Standard:  SS.Inq3.b.m Support claim with evidence from multiple reliable sources 
representing a range of mediums (electronic, digital, print, and other mass media). 

● Students will be able to demonstrate mastery of identifying and inferring 
information pertaining to events, people, and places from United States history 
using primary and secondary sources.  

 
Domain:  Relationship of People and Groups 
Priority Standard: SS.BH2.a.m  Summarize the role culture plays in personal and group 
behavior. Categorize factors that contribute to cooperation and conflict among peoples of a 
country and/or the world (i.e., culture, language, religion, political beliefs).  

● Students will explore the role culture plays in shaping particular time periods in 
United States history.  

 
Domain:  Economic Indicators  
Priority Standard:  SS.Econ3.a.m Analyze how inflation, deflation, and unemployment affect 
different groups.  

● Students will analyze how inflation, deflation, and unemployment affected 
different groups. 

 
Domain:  Human Environment Interaction 
Priority Standard:  SS.Geog5.a.m Analyze how technology interacts with the environment and 
how increased use of technology affects the burden/use of natural resources. 
 
Domain:  Historical Context 
Priority Standard:  SS.Hist4.a.m Explain how the historical context (situation) influences a 
primary or secondary source. 

● Students will cite two opposing views of a situation in order to explain how the 
historical context (situation) is influenced by a primary or secondary source. 

 
Domain:  Political Participation 
Priority Standard:  SS.PS3.am Assess voter participation in elections. Explain their role in 
government at the local, state, tribal, and federal levels.  

 

These standards and learning targets will be reported on at the end of each grading period.  If 
you have questions regarding any standards or learning target, please contact the building 



 
 

principal. 

 


